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The Library of Parliament is established

The Library of Paliament is opened to the general public

Finland’s Library of Parliament is
a public library open to all citizens,
serving not only the Finnish
Parliament but also everyone
in search of information about
parliament, law and society. Most
of the material in the Library can
be borrowed freely. The Archive
of Parliament is also an integral
part of the Library of Parliament's
operations.
For more information on the services offered by the Library and the Archive of
Parliament, please visit our website at www.parliament.fi/library.
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What services does the
Library of Parliament offer?
Become a member!

Most of the library services at Finland's Library of Parliament are available free of charge. To apply for a library
card, visit Customer Services where you will be asked to
complete and sign an application form and show proof of
identity. Use your library card to borrow materials, renew
your loans, reserve items and request material from the
Closed Stacks.
Borrowing and use of material

Items can be borrowed either directly from the Library
of Parliament or through another library as an inter–
library loan. Most of the Library's materials can be freely
borrowed, but some materials, such as journals and periodicals, can only be used on the Library premises. Our
staff will be happy to assist you with using the Library
and the customer computers as well as with archival material requests.
The Open Access Collection on the self-service floor
includes literature from 1998 onwards arranged according to subject. The open collection also includes periodicals from 2005 onwards as well as committee reports.
The SELMA database helps you locate the publications.
The Open Access Collection on the service floor includes periodicals up to 2004.
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A large part of the Library collection, such as the loan
copies of parliamentary documents, older material in
particular and most of the publications by international organisations, is kept in the Closed Stacks. You can request an item from the Closed Stacks through SELMA
or by completing a loan request form available from Customer Services.
The items are borrowed from Customer Services.
The loan period is 28 days. Loans can be renewed up to
12 times.
The Reference Library houses parliamentary documents, Finnish and foreign statutes and central jurisprudential literature as well as reference books and dictionaries.
The Library provides customer computers for visitors
to access SELMA. The computers also contain the basic
office programs.
You can also use your personal laptop at the
Library and connect to a wi-fi made available for our
customers.
The Library has a microfilm reader and scanner for
reading old newspapers and archive materials, for example. Please book the microfilm reader in advance
through Customer Services!
The library also has a photocopier and two scanners
for copying material.
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Printouts of material from the Parliament website and
the legislative database, Finlex, can be made free of
charge on one of the customer computers.
All equipment and the WLAN are provided for the
purposes of research, information search and study.
Information requests and information retrieval

The Information Service of the Library of Parliament
assists in the search for legal, social, political and parliamentary information and is happy to conduct more
detailed information searches on these subjects if necessary. You can place your requests by visiting the Customer Services in person or by phone, email or a request
form available on our website.
You may also book an appointment with our Information Specialists for personal guidance on the use of
different information resources.
The Library has several customer computers with
Internet connection for independent information
search. Several Finnish and international databases as
well as electronic publications have been made available.
The Library website provides a number of information search tools, such as SELMA, the collection database; EKS subject headings; and LATI, the legislative
initiative information packages. You will also find information packages on the European Union, international organisations, and legal sources and other subjects.

Interlibrary Loans Service – reaching customers
throughout Finland

Material in the Library of Parliament can also be borrowed through other libraries as interlibrary loans.
However, material from other libraries can only be
requested by Members of Parliament, the parliamentary staff and by researchers working in the specialist
fields of the Library of Parliament.
Customer guidance on information sources and
Library presentations

Our staff is happy to advise visitors on the use of the Library and the Archive. We arrange regular training on
the use of information sources. The training is open to
everyone. Training can also be tailored for groups on specific information sources in the Library’s specialist areas.
Groups can also book presentations and guided
tours of the Library and Archive.
For more information on training and presentations, please visit the Library website.
Reading room and researchers' room

The Library has a 70-seat reading room and reference library, the materials of which are available for use on the
Library premises only.
The researchers' room seats ten; seats are allocated
based on applications every six months. The seats are
provided primarily for researchers who require the Library of Parliament collections and the materials of
the Archive of Parliament in their research.

The main information search tools:
•
•
•
•
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Information packages by subject
lati information packages
eks subject headings
User guide for Finnish Parliamentary
documents

		

What materials does
the Library of Parliament provide?
The Library of Parliament holds an extensive collection
of Finnish and foreign literature in the fields of law and
social sciences as well as parliamentary material.
The Library provides information on the Parliament and its activities to all. In addition, the collection includes the parliamentary document series,
including the proceedings from the Parliament’s
plenary sessions. The more recent parliamentary documents are also available online at www.parliament.fi.
The Archive of Parliament also holds a wide range of
Parliamentary materials and information. Moreover,
the Library collections include material on the Parliaments of other countries.
The collection of legal information consists of electronic and printed law books, Finnish and foreign statutes, parliamentary documents, committee reports, collections of case law and jurisprudential literature.
The social sciences collection includes books, newspapers, journals, periodicals and electronic publications
in fields such as politics, social history and international relations. The Library also includes documents and
publications issued by the European Union and many
international organisations and communities, such as
the UN and its specialised agencies, the OECD and the
Council of Europe.
Further information on access to parliamentary,

legal and social sciences materials is available on the
Library website.
The Library of Parliament provides access to the
national archives of digitally preserved cultural materials. The collection includes an archive of radio and
television programmes, an archive of Finnish websites, and digitised old magazines, among others.
If the book you are looking for is not in any of our
collections, you can suggest its purchase by emailing
to library.collections@parliament.fi or by completing
the acquisition request form on the Library website.
SELMA is online and part of FINNA

The SELMA database contains up-to-date information
on the Library of Parliament collections. You can use
SELMA to view and renew your loans from your home
computer. You can also reserve materials and request
items from the Closed Stacks. SELMA is also the ideal
tool for finding information on legal literature published
in Finland.
When searching literature on a specific subject,
make use of the EKS classified index, which provides
direct access to SELMA search results organised by
subject heading.
SELMA can be accessed via the Library website
or directly at eduskunnankirjasto.finna.fi. SELMA is
available also at the search service Finna.fi.
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The archive of parliament is
part of the Library of Parliament
Using documentary materials

The services of the Archive of Parliament are open
to everyone. The Archive stores mainly documentary materials produced by the Parliament. The materials can be requested for use on the Library premises
as printed copies or as microfilms. The original doc–
uments or microfilms are requested by filling in a
form at Customer Services.
Most of the documents in the Archive of Parliament are open to the public. However, a small proportion of committee documents are classified for 25
years or until the committee decides on their release.
Classified documents can be accessed with permission. More information on applying for permission to
access these documents is available from the Archive
staff or from Customer Services.
Simple archival searches are conducted free of
charge.
Documents on Parliamentary work

The archive of the Parliament stores original parliamentary documents dating from the Diet of 1863–1864
through to the Extraordinary Diet of 1905–1906. The
documents are arranged by Diet and Estate. This collection also includes the committee documents of the
lower estates and committees appointed by the Estates. The original documents of the nobility are kept
at the House of Nobility.
The archive also holds the original documents of
the unicameral parliament instituted in Finland in
1907. The records of proceedings of plenary sessions
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and other central parliamentary documents including
subject and person indices are available in print.
Some of the original documents produced in the
course of parliamentary work, such as committee minutes complete with appendices and document acts, plenary session vote results and Speaker’s Council minutes, have not been published in print.
Special collections

The archive hold dozens of different documents and
other collections, which have been generated as part of
parliamentary work or which are otherwise connected
to the Parliament. Catalogues of these collections are
available at the Library and the Archive website.
The Veteran Members of Parliament Oral History
Archive

The Veteran Members of Parliament Oral History Archive contains extensive interviews with former and
long-standing incumbent members of the Finnish
Parliament. Around six hours long on average, the interviews cover the political careers of the MPs, focusing on their activities at the Parliament.
Permission to access these interviews is granted on
an individual basis by the Director of the Library for
research purposes based on applications and research
plans. The interviews are provided to research permit
holders via e-mail or on a CD-ROM if studied in the
Library.

Microfilmed materials include
•
•
•
•

Committee materials (1907–)
Office Commission proceeding (1985–)
Plenary session vote reults (1975–)
Parliamentary Salary Delegation procee-		
dings (1970–1992)

Available as pdf files on CDs and DVDs:
•

Committee documents (as of 2003)

11

Photo archive

The photo archive of the Parliament stores photos
associated with the Finnish Parliament and parliamentary work. Most of the photographic material
is from the 1960s and later. Only sporadic historical
photographic material dating from earlier years has
been preserved.
Digital photographs are available for loan free of
charge from the archive for information purposes
only. Photographs may not be used for marketing or
advertising.
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A small portion of the photo archive collection is available through Parliament´s photo
service http://kuvapalvelu.eduskunta.fi/Login.
jsp?language=en.
The Flickr account FinnishParliament
(www.flickr.com/finnishparliament) publishes topical pictures from Parliament. These
pictures may be used for communication purposes as long as fair use practices and good
manners are observed.
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Library of Parliament Conditions of Use
1§
Tasks and services of the Library of Parliament

The Library of Parliament, organised under the auspices
of the Parliamentary Office, provides services to Parliament in line with its sphere of tasks, and serves as Parliament's central archives and as a public central library
disseminating legal information, social and political
information, and parliamentary information [Act on the
Library of Parliament (983/1984) §1].
The specialist fields of the Library of Parliament
are legal information, parliamentary information, and
social and political information. The key role of the
Library is to provide the following services: enquiry and
lending services, archival service, information service,
information management training, and interlibrary
loans service.
Information on the activities, opening hours and
services of the Library of Parliament is available on
the Library's website, in leaflets, on our Facebook
page, and on the notice board.
2§
General guidelines

Library users shall comply with these Conditions of
Use and with other instructions given by Library staff.
Users shall not cause any disturbance in the Library
and shall not damage the Library's facilities or property.
Bags must be left in the lockers provided whilst you
are in the Library and removed from the lockers by the
Library’s closing time. Please note that any items left by
users in the Library are at the owner’s risk. The Library
of Parliament does not accept any liability whatsoever
for any damage caused, loss or otherwise.
3§						
Using and borrowing of material

Any material borrowed from the Library or used in the
Library’s premises must be handled in an appropriate
fashion. A library card is needed for borrowing, reserv-
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ing or renewing material. The library card is issued to anyone who fills out the application form and provides proof
of identity. Persons under 15 years of age need to provide
written consent from their parents or guardians before a
card can be issued. When signing the application form, the
user agrees to comply with all the terms and conditions issued by the Library.
The library card must be used by the cardholder only, and must be shown whenever material is borrowed.
The user is responsible for any material borrowed on
his/her card. The user must promptly notify Customer
Services of any changes to his/her contact details and in
the event that the library card is lost.
If any borrowed material is required by a Member of
Parliament or parliamentary staff, then the user must
return it to the Library immediately. The user is entitled to borrow the material again when it is no longer
needed.
Material in poor condition or literature printed before 1900 as well as material from the Reference Library is only borrowed for use in the Library’s customer
premises.
The user undertakes to return or renew the borrowed material by the due date at the latest. The user
will be banned from borrowing any new items if he/
she fails to renew or return the borrowed items to the
Library of Parliament by the due date. The user shall be
liable to compensate the Library for any material lost or
damaged by the user.
The user’s right to borrow will be reinstated once
the user has either returned the material or paid for a
replacement copy.
4§
Use of archival holdings

Printed parliamentary documents are available for users
in the same way as any other library material. Library users should always use copies of archival material in place of
the originals. Original archival holdings may only be used
in the user premises accepted by the Library of Parliament. The original holdings must be returned at the Cus-

tomer Service Desk after each use. Only Library staff is
entitled to make copies of this material.
Archival materials are ordered by filling out the
archive loan request form at the Customer Service
Desk. By signing the archive loan request form, the
user agrees to comply with the applicable regulations
and guidelines pertaining to the handling and publicity
of documents. Archive requests can also be emailed in
advance to library.archive@parliament.fi.
Most of the archival holdings are accessible to the
public. Authorisation to use confidential documents
is given by the Secretary General of Parliament upon
application. The Director of the Library of Parliament
grants authorisation to use certain archival collections.
5§
Information services

Upon request, the Library of Parliament's Information Service conducts information searches in the
Library's specialist fields. Whenever possible, the Information Service delivers the results of the searches
within three working days. If the information request
is particularly broad in scope, the delivery time will be
separately agreed upon with the customer.
The Information Service does not provide any legal counselling.
Upon receiving the request, the customer is informed of any fees that may be charged for the information retrieval.
6§
Interlibrary loans service

Material needed in parliamentary work is borrowed
to the Members of Parliament and to parliamentary
staff as interlibrary loans.
The Library of Parliament obtains interlibrary
loans in its specialist fields for researchers working at
the licentiate level or higher.
The Library of Parliament sends interlibrary loans
and copies of the materials in its collections to other li-

braries. Microfilmed and digitally stored archival holdings are given to libraries and regional archives as interlibrary loans. The originals are retained by the Library
of Parliament and are not given as interlibrary loans.
The general guidelines for libraries and the instructions given by the sending library are applied to
interlibrary loans.

7§
Premises and equipment

The Library’s customer premises include the Reading
Room, the areas open to the public and the open access
collection on the entrance floor, and the open access
collection on the Self-Service Floor. Those using materials from the Library’s own collections shall enjoy priority in the use of reading rooms and other working facilities in the Library.
The workstations and other equipment supplied
by the Library are intended for research, information
retrieval and study purposes. The equipment must be
used in compliance with law and generally accepted
practice.
The use of the Researchers´ Room and the procedure for applying for researchers´ places are subject
to the separate conditions of use confirmed by the Library’s Board.
There is a break room available for customers.
The consumption of drink and food, loud conversation and the use of mobile phones is only allowed in
the break room. Bringing animals other than guide
dogs into the Library’s premises is not allowed.

8§
Photocopies and copying service

Library users may take copies of publications in the collections of the Library of Parliament within the limits
defined in the Copyright Act (404/1961, as amended). For
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a fee, users may also order copies from the Library's collections in accordance with the Copyright Act. Special
workstations have also been reserved for making printouts of Parliament and Finlex material free of charge.
9§
Fees and grounds for charges

The basic services provided to everyone free of charge,
the service fees charged, and the grounds for charges
are defined in the fee policy confirmed by the Library’s
Board.
10 §
Confidentiality of the customers’ personal data

The Library of Parliament does not release any personal data pertaining to its users, or data on their loans, to
third parties. An exception to this rule is overdue loans
for which the Library retains the services of a collection
agency to repossess the material. In this case the Library
will release the customer’s particulars and the details of
the material that has not been returned to the Library.
A description of personal data file pursuant to the Personal Data Act (523/1999) that describes the Library’s user
register is available upon request. Users may also check
their own data in the register if they so wish.
11 §
Ban on the use of services

In the event that a library user breaches these rules,
the Director of the Library of Parliament or his or her
alternate is entitled to prohibit said person from using
the Library’s services for a fixed period of time.
12 §
Adoption of the Conditions of Use

These Conditions of Use adopted by the Board of the
Library of Parliament on 27 March 2014 shall enter
into force on 15 May 2014. These rules replace the
Conditions of Use adopted by the Board of the Library
of Parliament on 19 April 2012 that entered into force
on 4 June 2012.
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Opening Hours

The Library of Parliament is open:
Monday–Friday 		
Saturday–Sunday

9–18
closed

The Library’s Information, Interlibrary Loans and
Archive Services are open Monday through Friday
9 – 15. Any changes to the standard opening
hours will be announced on the Library website and
Facebook page and posted on the notice boards and
entrance doors.
Street Address

Aurorankatu 6, Helsinki
Postal Address

Library of Parliament, FI - 00102 EDUSKUNTA
Telephone

Customer Service
Information Service*
Interlibrary Loans Service *
Archive of Parliament *
Photo Archive *		
Director of the
Library of the Parliament
Exchange		

+358 9 432 3423
+358 9 432 3432
+358 9 432 3450
+358 9 432 3489
+358 9 432 3438
+358 9 432 3401
+358 9 4321

*Mon–Fri 9–15
Internet Addresses

PHOTOS
COVER
Hanne Salonen /Parliament
PAGES 8, 9, 11, 17,
Hanne Salonen / Parliament
PAGES 5, 6, 11, 12, 13
STT-Lehtikuva / Martti Kainulainen / Parliament

Website: www.parliament.fi/library
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Eduskunnan kirjasto
Blog: parlamenttikirjasto.blogspot.com
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/Eduskunnankirjasto
Twitter: twitter.com/EdariFi
E-mail

library@parliament.fi
library.archive@parliament.fi
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