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Some facts 

• Parliament of Finland 
– Public website since 1995 
– Visitors to the website about one million per year 

 
• The Library of Parliament 

– Public website since 1995 
– Visitors to the website about 120,000 per year 
– Open to all - both in-house and external customers 
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1. Web services of the Parliament 



www.eduskunta.fi 
www.riksdagen.fi  

• Finnish and Swedish 
• Abridged versions in English, French and easy 

read 
• Mobile versions 

 
• Legislative content 
• Information on Parliament and legislative work 
• News feed / RSS 
• Daily and weekly sessions 
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http://www.eduskunta.fi/
http://www.riksdagen.fi/
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Following the legislative work and the 
handling of matters on the Internet 

• Parliamentary documents since 1991 
• Detailed information on the progress of 

legislative actions since 1970 
• Speeches given in plenary sessions since 1994 
• Results of votes since 1996 
• Daily and weekly agendas of the plenary and 

committee sessions 
• E-subscription of committee reports 
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Committee session agenda 
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Following the sessions 

• Webcasts of plenary sessions 
– live and previous sessions  
     since 2008 
– current and following speaker, 
     item under discussion  

 
• Written records are available on the website two 

hours after the end of each session 
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Following the work of the MPs 

• Speeches in the Plenary Hall 
– recorded as webcasts 
– availabe in the records of plenary sessions 

• Voting results 
• All parliamentary actions of MPs 

– included in the archives under the MP’s name 
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Parliamentary Glossary 
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Youth Parliament 
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Social media 

www.facebook.com/suomeneduskunta www.youtube.com/user/SuomenEduskunta  
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http://www.facebook.com/suomeneduskunta
http://www.youtube.com/user/SuomenEduskunta


Evaluation of the present web service 

     Strengths 

• Transparency 
• Accessibility 
• Accuracy 
• Coverage 
 

    Challenges 

• Finding information not easy 
• Language used too difficult 
• Search function really 

difficult for a non-expert 
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2. New concepts for developing 
the web services of the Parliament 



The new www.eduskunta.fi  
- work in progress 

• New concepts/demands:  
– real time 
– more information about MPs 
– easy access to the documents 
– visualisation of the data 
– emphasis on the front page 

• New easy search function 
• New visual layout 
• New way of showing and publishing content 
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The new layout 
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Improving the search 

 
 

• Search box plus advanced search 
• Faceted search -> result is shown classified      

into groups 
• Search results can be filtered by the user 
 

20 



When and how? 

• New Internet site in spring 2013 
• New web application platform: Microsoft 

SharePoint 2010 
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3. Web services of the Library of 
Parliament 



Principles of the Library of Parliament 

• Communication of parliamentary, legal, social 
and political information 

• Openness 
• Accessibility 
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www.parliament.fi/library  
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Esittäjä
Esityksen muistiinpanot



http://www.parliament.fi/library
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SELMA - OPAC 
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ELKI - Subject gateway 
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Esittäjä
Esityksen muistiinpanot
�



EKS - Subject Headings 
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Information service on the web 
• Recommendations 

– Tip of the week 
– Book of the month 

• Fact of the week 
• Guides to information resources 
• Online services  
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LATI - Monitoring selected legislation initiatives 
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Collection services on the web 

• New titles listed 
– available as RSS feeds 

• Electronic resources 
– some available only on site 

• Parliament’s Photo Archive with its online service 
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Social media  

• Channels 
– Blog since 2007 http://parlamenttikirjasto.blogspot.fi  
– Facebook since 2009 
– YouTube since 2012 

• Team work / designated persons  
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http://parlamenttikirjasto.blogspot.fi/
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4. Developing the web services of 
the Library of Parliament 



Strategy for the web services  
of the Library 

• Database for the assignments at the Information 
Service 

• Training material on the web 
• Improving the accessibility of the material 
• Highlighting the collections of the Library 
• Parliamentary Wiki 
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Main concepts for the new web site 
in 2013 

• The ”beef” of the Library clearly visible 
• Topical, lively, human, interactive 
• Connections to the social media 
• Visual - graphic elements  
• Improved search 
• Books…books…and more 
    books! 
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Library of the Finnish Parliament was 
opened to the public in 1913 
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Thank you! 
 

sirkka-liisa.korkeila@parliament.fi 
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